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Agenda

• Our vision for Europeana
– The political building blocks

• Openness – key to achieving the vision
• Commission support to innovation

Ambitions for Europeana
•

Enriching and diversifying collections and users experience reaching more than 30 Million objects by 2015
– Improve functionalities – interactivity – multilingual aspects, new ways of
searching, displaying and re-using content
– Engage with new user groups and broaden the use, for example in
educational contexts

•

A hub for the creative industries
–
–
–
–

•

Step up efforts for wider use of content
Explore re-use scenarios
Inspire creation of content and new online services
Facilitate economic activity based on digitised cultural resources.

A platform also for in-copyright material
– Full respect of the underlying intellectual property rights

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPEANA

THE COUNCIL CONSIDERS THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase the number of objects, both public domain works and works covered
by intellectual property rights….
… ensure the widest availability of public domain works after their
digitisation.
… find a better balance between the different types of content
… increase the number of objects from libraries, museums, archives and
audiovisual collections
… promote ….the widest access for users to content
… Ensure a central place for the user
encouraging interactivity by enabling users to make an active contribution to the
site
ensure that content is uploaded in respect of the relevant legal provisions
Where possible… use open formats
….facilitate appropriate re-use and adaptation

The new Renaissance

Report of the Comité de Sages
•Presented to the Commission on 10 January 2011
•Stresses the economic aspects next to the cultural aspects
•‘Access’ is the central concept
•Digitisation is more than a technical option, it is a moral obligation

Access to and use of
public domain material

The issue
•
•

Access to and use of the material not guaranteed
Status and practices differ within Member States

Key recommendations:
•

Make digitised public domain material widely available for
access and use
-

Avoid intrusive watermarks

•

Unify the rights status of digitised public domain material

•

Make metadata widely and freely available for re-use

Openness

•

Open software
– Distributed peer production and review, quality software, wide
availability

•

Open content and metadata
– The digitised public domain material should be as open as
possible for access by the citizens and for use in new products
and services, and the same goes for the descriptions of the
content.

•

The potential of linked data
– Cultural material can become an important pillar of the
Commission’s open data strategy that will be outlined later this
year in connection with the review of the Directive on the re-use
of public sector information.
– The successful 'hackathons' experience

The Commission’s strategy

• Political level:
– work with Member States - Recommendation coming
soon

• Financial level:
– CIP ICT PSP Programme
– RTD on digital cultural and semantic technologies

EU funding 2005-2011*
Europeana and wider area of digital
libraries
– ~145 M€ funding to target area cultural content/digital
libraries
– ~51 projects contributing to Europeana and wider
accessibility of European cultural heritage
• covering content from e.g. National Libraries, National Archives,
film archives, TV broadcasters and local cultural institutions

CIP ICT PSP Programme - 23 projects overall (of which 11
under negotiation) 77.5 M€
• Core platform: 3 projects
• Aggregation: 11 projects
• Digitisation: 9 projects
*eContentplus and CIP ICT PSP

CIP ICT PSP
Orientations on digital content, open
data and creativity

•

Content in Europeana / experiment new technological
solutions

•

Extend operations on re-use / links to creative industries

•

Open Data (GI, OA, PSI, CH) - continue the competition
experiments

The New Financial Framework
(2014 -2020)
•
•
•

In June 2011, the Commission's proposed a multi-annual
budget for 2014-2020.
It includes a significant increase to Research and
Innovation funding (Horizon 2020).
It also proposes to support a Connecting Europe Facility
(CEF) that would fund cross-border projects in energy,
transport and information technology to strengthen the
backbone of the internal market
– ICT broadband and digital services infrastructure 9.2€ Billion

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/reform/

Technology futures for Europeana

•

To develop technologies for Europeana to become the
reference point for Europe's cultural heritage online
– Interactivity – multilingual aspects, new ways of
searching, displaying and re-using content
– Build on the potential of social networks to facilitate
the interaction of the users around the digitised
material
– Finding ways to facilitate the use of digitised
material and related object descriptions for
innovative services and products
– …

Conclusions

•

Continuing support to Europeana
– Work on sustainable financing model for Europeana
– Commission document on Europeana and digitisation

•

Openness is a key issue
• Step up efforts for wider use and re-use
Need to join efforts towards a common goal

Thank you

